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throwing away, and for his own boots. The brown: for his waistcoat - a fancy one - for his tie, and for the pairs of tan boots. The green : for his face, for his hands, and for a few strokes and spots which would represent the ground, seen in perspective. The white, which in any case stood out badly from the background of the calico, would indicate Alfred's collar, his shirt-front, and his socks. In addition, a few strokes of white here and there would help to break the monotony of the tints.
Peclet had cross-examined himself at length about the question of green. It might seem more natural to paint Alfred's face brown, since brown was not altogether too far removed from the ordinary tone of the skin. But the face would thus become the same colour as the tan boots, which would convey a disagreeable effect and would not be justified by any intellectual consideration. As he studied the text of the inscription, Peclet realised that, beneath its playfulness, it masked a certain amount of bitterness. It was not out of sheer light-heartedness, at least at the beginning, that a shopkeeper declared that he was giving up the struggle and offering his stock of shoes to the public for nothing-in other words, at a contemptible profit. One could, therefore, without too much improbability, make Alfred green in the face.
At this point the boss came into the studio. He had just finished an argument in the back shop with a commercial traveller about a supply of varnish. He approached Peclet.
" Will you be finished this evening ? I should like to put you on to the pills to-morrow morning."
Peclet did not reply. His upper lip twitched several times tinder his moustache. He had little black eyes, rather deep-set, wrinkled lids, and greying eyebrows almost as big as his moustache was small. Finally, without taking his eyes off Alfred's portrait, he said :
** It's just like the Metro in my neighbourhood. I was saying the other day to the fellows who are building the line that it would suit me fine if they could finish it by next Monday/*